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THE USAF HISTORICAL DIVISION ARCHIVES* 


By Marguerite Kennedy 


Mr. Cameron has asked me to tell you a 
little about the USAF Historical Division 
Archives. First let me read you a statement 
of our mission: 

The Archives Branch of the USAF His- 
torical Division, Research Studies Institute, 
Air University, is the office of record for 
unit histories and supporting documents for 
all Air Force organizations. The Archives 
is responsible for assembling, identifying, ac- 
cessioning, classifying, and cataloging classi- 
fied and unclassified documents, narrative 
histories, and related material pertaining to 
the USAF and its predecessors (Army Air 
Forces, Air Corps, Air Service, and Avia- 
tion Section, Signal Corps) and their 
activities; for providing bibliographical and 
reference services in relation to this source 
material for personnel of the Historical Di- 
vision and the other elements of the Re- 
search Studies Institute, for students and in- 
structors of the Air University, for historians 
of the USAF commands and other USAF 
organizations and other government agen- 
cies, and for all other authorized users. 

The Archives is contained in approximate- 
ly 2,000 four-drawer filing cabinets; almost 
all of the documents retained—a good many 
have been destroyed as having too little his- 
torical value to merit preservation—relate to 
military aviation, and they constitute a most 
valuable and well-nigh inexhaustible source 
of information. 

The bulk of the collection was brought 
together during and immediately after World 
War II and covers the years 1941 through 
1945. During the war all of the thousands 
of AAF units spread all over the globe were 
required by regulation to submit to the 
Commanding General, AAF, monthly in- 
stallments of historical data and those docu- 
ments came through channels to the 
Historical Division Archives. The AAF his- 
torical program did not get into full opera- 
tion until the latter part of 1943; thus with 


°A paper presented to the College, University 
and Special Library Division of the Alabama Library 
Association at the Annual Conference, Montgomery, 
April 24, 1959. 





some units the coverage of their early activ- 
ities is inadequate. But most unit historians 
made an earnest effort to get into the rec- 
ord the events that had occurred prior to 
their turning historians, and many succeeded 
admirably. The fact that our coverage of 
World War II is as full as it is may seem 
surprising when one thinks of the number 
of mail-carrying ships sunk and _ transport 
planes shot down or lost from other causes 
as they were returning from the theaters of 
operations to the United States. It is the 
more surprising in view of the fact that 
many unit including some 
high-ranking generals, were frankly and ad- 
mittedly indifferent to the historical pro- 
gram because, as they said, they were too 
busily engaged in fighting a war to be much 
concerned with writing about it. Fortu- 
nately, such commanders were in the mi- 
nority; most were anxious to have the deeds 
of their organizations fully and accurately 
recorded. Even some of the recalcitrant ones 
were eventually brought around to realize 
the value of the written record and there- 
after gave full support to their historians. 

After the war ended, although the war- 
time regulations calling for the reporting of 
historical data in monthly installments re- 
mained in force, it was widely ignored. The 
after effects of demobilization, with its fran- 
tic haste and confusion; manpower short- 
ages in understrength organizations; the 
feeling that peacetime activities were not 
worth writing about—these and other cir- 
cumstances were doubtless contributing fac- 
tors. The sad result is that our coverage of 
the period from the latter part of 1945 to 
1948 leaves much to be desired. In 1948 a 
new regulation required each air force, com- 
mand, and comparable organization to sub- 
mit a semiannual history. The command 
historian might gather the material for his 
history as he pleased, and the transmission to 
the Archives of any lower-echelon histories 
that might be submitted to the command 
historian was made optional. Most of the 
command histories are exceedingly impos- 


commanders, 








ing affairs. They generally consist of a 
thick volume of narrative, sometimes more 
than one volume, and several, sometimes as 
many as eight or ten, even thicker volumes 
of supporting documents. Altogether, the 
Archives is currently receiving some thirty 
thousand documents a year. 

Although, as is to be expected, the unit 
histories that comprise by far the greater 
part of the Archives collection are not all of 
equal merit, many of them are remarkably 
complete and are filled with data of real 
importance and great interest. Some of 
them are even well written. The supporting 
documents include general and special or- 
ders, intelligence target folders, 
bomb damage assessment reports, messages, 
maps, charts, photographs, plans, evalua- 
tions, statistics. and all the rest of the mem- 
morabilia created by the the paper work of 
modern warfare. 


reports, 


The Archives also contains a substantial 
collection dealing with military and civilian 
aviation in the period from 1907 to 1941, 
and a chronology of the U.S. Army air arm 
beginning with the year 1860. The chro- 
nology was compiled by the late Lt. Col. 
Ernest L. Jones. In his lifetime Colonel 
Jones was recognized as one of the country’s 
foremost authorities on aeronautics. He 
founded, published, edited, and for the 
most part wrote the first aeronautical jour- 
nal in the United States, known first as 
The American Magazine of Aeronautics, 
later as Aeronautics. There are also in the 
Archives a number of collections of docu- 
ments and photographs, assembled and pre- 
served by noted airmen such as General 
Fairchild and General Harmon, and _pre- 
sented to the Historical Division by their 
widows. 

The collective holdings of the Archives, 
covering as they do the whole life span of 
the USFA and its predecessors, are without 
equal as a tool for the student of American 
military aviation. 

As librarians, you may be interested in 
our classification system. Actually we have 


two systems. Documents from wings, 
groups, squadrons, and detachments or simi- 
lar units are arranged according to the type 


of unit and within each type, according to 
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the numerical designation of the unit. This 
material is classified under a system which 
separates the documents into two main cate- 
gories: histories and supporting documents. 
The histories are identified by the symbol 
“Hi” following the symbol for the designa- 
tion of the unit; thus the history of the 23d 
Bombardment Group would be represented 
by “GP-23-Hi” and that of the 74th Fighter 
Squadron by “Sq-Fi-74-Hi.” 
ing documents, “SU,” 
cording to 


The support- 
are subdivided ac- 
nature: for example, 
correspondence is “CO”; General Orders, 
“OR-G”; Special Orders, “OR-S”; opera- 
tional reports, “SU-OP”; a series of opera- 
tional reports, “SU-OP-S”; and photographs, 
“SU-PH.” Within each category or sub- 
category, documents are arranged chrono- 
logically. 


their 


Material from units above the wing level 
is arranged according to the geographical 
location of the organization. These higher- 
echelon histories, together with their sup- 
porting documents, and material from AAF 
or USFA Headquarters and that from other 
government agencies are classified by a 
decimal system, similar to, but necessarily 
less uniform than, the Dewey decimal sys- 
tem. Under the decimal system, documents 
are arranged according to the following 
plan: 

The first category (100-199) in the deci- 
mal system is made up of the publications 
of the USAF Historical Division; these in- 
clude, in addition to The Army Air Forces 
in World War II and The Pictorial History 
of the AAF, more than one hundred histori- 
cal monographs and a number of miscella- 
neous productions. 

Material from the Zone of Interior com- 
mands and other ZI organizations of the 
AAF and USAF constitutes the second cate- 
gory (200-299). Included here are histories 
and other documents from the Air Material 
Command and its predecessors; the Air 
Training Command and predecessors; the 
Air University; the AAF Center; and vari- 
ous other commands, services, offices, 
schools, air bases, and the like. 

In the third category (300-399) are docu- 
ments from the major global services of the 

(Continued on page 8) 
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COLLIER LIBRARY 
Florence State College 


The present library was erected in 1939 
at a cost of $100,000 and was occupied at 
the beginning of the winter quarter during 
the 1939-40 school year. The building is 
of Tudor architecture in its design and 
matches Bibb Graves Hall in architectural 
lines. It is constructed of the same type of 
brick and Alabama limestone. 

Before the present library building was 
constructed, the college library was locatel 
on the second floor of Bibb Graves Hall. 
The library has increased in size at a rapid 
rate since 1928. Beginning with that year, 
the state appropriated $5,000 to be spent 
for books. In 1929, another $5,000 was 
spent along with $3,000 in 1930 and 1931. 
Since 1932, the library has been a deposi- 
tory library for government publications on 
the selective plan. When school opened in 
September, 1928, there were 11,631 volumes 
in the library. On October 1, 1931, the re- 
port to the American Association of Teach- 
ers Colleges showed the number of volumes 


as 19,604. The report to the Association on 
October 1, 1939, showed the number of 
volumes to be 32,374 not including 4,093 
government documents and 1,862 volumes 
of bound periodicals. 

During the 1948-1949 school year, an ad- 
dition to the stacks was made _ providing 
more space for the shelving of books on 
three levels. On November 5, 1949, at the 
official inauguration of Dr. Ethelbert Brink- 
ley Norton as President of Florence State 
Teachers College, the college library was 
named Collier Library and dedicated to the 
memory of Dr. C. B. Collier who served as 
Dean of Florence State Teachers College 
from 1918 to the time of his death in 1946. 

At present, the library has approximately 
60,000 books. More than 3,300 books have 
been added this year. 
grown from 44,977 
60,565 in 1958-59. 


circulation of 


Thus, the library has 
books in 1950-51 to 
A steady increase in the 
library materials has been 
noted during the four years — 1955-56, 





Reading Room, Collier Library, Florence State College 








25,036; 1956-57, 28,512; 1957-58, 31,795; 
1958-59, 32,143. 
of 47 per cent in a period of four years. A 
large increase in attendance has also been 
noted in the last few years. The total num- 
ber in 1954-55 was 61,375; 1955-56, 74,475; 
1956-57, 82,442; 1957-58, 94,608. A record 
is kept each hour of the total attendance in 
the Reading Room and in the Periodicals 
Department and Browsing Room on the sec- 
ond floor. The increased attendance and 
circulation are mainly due to a larger en- 
rollment in the last four years and also to 
the beginning of a Graduate Program by the 
college. The magazine circulation increased 
173 per cent during the five-year period of 
1952-57. 

Actually, the Library is used much more 
than statistics can show as the stacks are 
open and students use books from the stacks 
in the Reading Room each hour without 
having to charge them out at the Circulation 
Desk. They may also sit in the stacks and 
read without charging books out. Also, 
periodical circulation statistics do not in- 
clude the use of newspapers, current maga- 
zines and bound magazines used within the 
library. These materials are shelved so that 
students have ready access to them at all 
times without being required to sign for 
them for statistical purposes. 


Thus there is an increase 


Collier Library is the largest of the state 
college (regional) libraries. In addition to 
its book collection, the Library subscribes to 
346 magazines and 23 newspapers. A num- 
ber of magazines and newspapers are sent to 
the Library as gifts. Approximately 226 
magazines are regularly bound for perma- 
nent reference use. A total of $12,024 was 
spent during 1958-59 for books, binding and 
periodicals. The total number of bound 
periodicals in July, 1959, was 6,917. 

The Orientation Program for freshmen in- 
cludes instructions on how to use the Li- 
brary. A film, “Keys to the Library,” is 
shown and handbooks on the library are dis- 
tributed at this time. The handbook is en- 
titled “Information Please.” A special trip 
is made to the Library where the organiza- 
tion and arrangement of the Library is 


explained and also the use of the card 
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catalog, the periodical indexes and _ refer- 
ence books. 

The first summer of graduate work (1957) 
showed an increase of about 46 per cent in 
attendance in the Periodicals Department 
over the previous summer, while the maga- 
zine circulation for the summer of 1957 in- 
creased about 35 per cent over the summer 
of 1956. The addition of a Graduate Pro- 
gram has greatly increased the use of 
reserve books, periodicals (bound and un- 
bound) and books in the open stacks. The 
number of books and periodicals needed for 
the Graduate Program will increase each 
year as the program is expanded. Individual 
research will become more and more a part 
of this program. 


A rather new and interesting addition to 
the library is a collection of papers and his- 
torical documents of local interest which are 
deposited in the Periodical Department. 
This depository arrangement was set up in 
early 1958 at which time a faculty commit- 
tee on materials, with the Li- 
Chairman, appointed to 
screen and accept materials of historical 
significance offered to the college on a tem- 
porary loan basis or as a gift. Included in 
the collection are personal and business let- 
ters and a diary, all written during the mid 
and late 1800's; copies of local newspapers 
published in the late nineteenth century; an 
early 1800 account book; papers recording 
the operation of a woolen mill in Lauder- 
dale County during the Civil War; and 
other miscellaneous items of interest to stu- 
dents of local and Alabama history. 


historical 


brarian as was 


The library is most important in its rela- 
tionship to the total instructional program 
of the college. It is open 68 hours a week 
for student and faculty use and is definitely 
the very heart of the college. Fourteen stu- 
dent assistants are employed by the library 
—four half-time and ten part-time. There 
are three professional librarians. The staff 
includes Miss Ruth Dacus, Head Librarian; 
Mrs. Shannon Lentz, Associate Librarian 
and Miss Martha L. Griffin, Assistant Li- 
brarian. The new demands of a larger 
enrollment and the inauguration of a Gradu- 


ate Program mean that the Library must 
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Collier Library Staff: Mrs. Shannon Lentz, Associate Librarian; Miss Ruth Dacus, Librarian; 


Miss Martha Griffin, Assistant. 


expand to keep pace with this growth. The 
The 
Librarian and staff are well aware of the 


facilities are now greatly over-taxed. 


fact that a new building (or great expansion 
of the present building) is definitely needed 
to provide facilities for an increased enroll- 
ment. In view of this Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, 
Director of the Joint University Libraries of 
Nashville, Tennessee, was employed by the 
college in October, 1959, as a library con- 
sultant. He is to assist the library staff and 
faculty in making plans for the necessary 
expansion of Collier Library and also in 
making the library more effective in the in- 
structional program of the college. He has 
spent three days on our campus so far. The 
library staff visited the Joint University Li- 
brary on Saturday, November 21. The visit 
included a tour of the library directed by 
Dr. Kuhlman and also a conference con- 
cerning the proposed addition to Collier 
Library, the present library collection and 
consideration of additional holdings in the 
book and periodical collections for the li- 
brary. Dr. Kuhlman spoke to the Florence 
State College faculty in a meeting on Mon- 
day, December 7. At this time he discussed 


his preliminary report on our library with 


recommendations for the future. 
Ruth Dacus 
Librarian 
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(Continued from page 4) 
AAF and USAF; Military Air Transport 
Service and its predecessor, Air Transport 
Command; the Weather Service; and the 
Airways and Air Communications Service 
and predecessors. 

The fourth category (400-499) is com- 
posed of documents pertaining to the West- 
ern Hemisphere Theater of Operations; it 
consists of material supplied by the First, 
Second, Third, and Fourth Air Forces lo- 
cated in the United States; the Sixth Air 
Force which operated in the Caribbean The- 
ater; and the Eleventh Air Force which was 
stationed in Alaska. 

Documents relating to the European The- 
ater of Operations comprise the fifth (500- 
599) category; these include contributions 
from the Eighth and Ninth Air Forces, 
United States Air Forces in Europe, United 
States Strategic Air Forces, the Royal Air 
Force and British Air Ministry, and other 
organizations. 

The sixth category (600-699) is devoted 
to the Mediterranean and Middle East The- 
aters of Operations; here are the histories 
and other documents submitted by the 
Twelfth and Fifteenth Air Forces, the 
Mediterranean Allied Air Forces, the 
Mediterranean Allied Coastal Air Force, the 
Mediterranean Allied Strategic Air Force, 
the Mediterranean Allied Tactical Air Force, 
and many after-action reports from Army 
Divisions. 

In the seventh category (700-799) are the 
materials emanating from the organizations 
of the Pacific Theater; such organizations 
include those of the Southwest Pacific Area, 
the Middle Pacific, Army Air Forces Pacific 
Ocean Area, Far East Air Forces, Pacific 
Air Forces, Fifth, Seventh, Thirteenth, and 
Twentieth Air Forces, and some Army units. 

The Asiatic Theater provided the material 
for the eighth (800-899) category. It in- 
cludes documents from Eastern Air Com- 
mand, China-Burma-India Theater, Tenth 
and Fourteenth Air Forces, the American 
Volunteer Group, the Chinese-American 
Composite Wing, the Chinese Army, and 
Chinese Air Force, and other organizations. 

The 900-999 block of numbers has been 
reserved for a contingency that has not yet 
arisen. 

Each organization is allotted a number in 
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e Complete subscription service 
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the appropriate series, and the breakdown of 
the types of documents submitted by that 
organization is indicated by a digit or digits 
following that number, with a decimal sepa- 
rating the two sets of digits. For example, 
the number 862 is allotted to the Fourteenth 
Air Force. Volumes of the overall history 
of the Fourteenth Air Force are identified 
by the symbol 862.01; narrative summaries 
of operations by 862.306; mission folders by 
862.331; and so on. 

The catalog of the Archives is really two 
catalogs: one numerical, the other alpha- 
betical. In the former, the cards, filed nu- 
merically, are at the same time arranged by 
organizations, since the basis for the num- 
bering system is organizational. The alpha- 
betical catalog contains author, title, and 
subject cards, together with a large number 
of cards containing definitions of code words 


9 


such as TORCH (the invasion of northwest 
Africa), BOLERO (the build-up of United 
States air forces for the combined bomber 
offensive against Germany), and OVER- 
LORD (the invasion of Normandy). 

In addition to fulfilling the needs of those 
who visit the Archives, we send many docu- 
ments out on loan. Last year approximately 
104,000 documents were used by some 2,000 
people. Indeed, the number of users was 
probably much more than 2,000, since one 
document is frequently used by several peo- 
ple. Members of the Archives staff spend 
much of their time and energy in answering 
requests for information thought to be con- 
tained in our collection. These requests are 
made by mail, by telephone, by telegram, 
The information sought is 
not always to be found, but our successes 


and in person. 


far outnumber our failures. 


MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


September 12, 1959 


The Executive Council of the Alabama Library Association met in Auburn at 10:30 
A.M. on Saturday, September 12, 1959, at the A.P.I. Faculty Club in the Student Union 


Building. 


Members present were Edna Earle Brown, Martha Jule Blackshear, Richard 


Covey, O. T. Chambers, Elinor Arsic, James Baker, Cleo Cason, Ethel Sanders, Margaret 


Miller, and Alice Doughtie. 


The minutes of the last meeting were approved as published in the July, 1959 issue 


of THE ALABAMA LIBRARIAN. 


The Treasurer’s report was read and accepted. 

The Council voted to make the Association Handbook and the Bibliographic Com- 
mittee standing committees within the organization of the Alabama Library Association. 

The price of exhibit spaces at the annual convention was discussed. Ethel Sanders 


moved that the price be raised from $25 to $35 per space. 


passed. 


The motion was seconded and 


James Baker, editor of THE ALABAMA LIBRARIAN, reported that he has on hand 
$325.00 and owes $595.00. It was agreed that persons who have heretofore been receiving 
free copies of THE ALABAMA LIBRARIAN will be obliged to pay for them. 

Mrs. Jimmie McWhorter, who is chairman of the Local Arrangements Committee for 


the annual convention, reported on preliminary plans. 
1960, and the headquarters will be in the Battle House in Mobile. 


meeting will be announced later. 


The date has been set for April 7-9, 
The exact theme for the 


The Council engaged in a discussion regarding the situation involving the Public 


Library Service Division and the State Legislature. It was decided to recommend the 
establishment in Alabama of a library school which will meet the standards for accredita- 
tion by the American Library Association. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon. 


Respectfully submitted, 
O. T. Chambers, Secretary 
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A PLEA TO HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


By Richard V. Andree, University of Oklahoma 


One of the easiest ways to stimulte gifted 
students is to have some really well-written, 
authoritative books in your high school li- 
brary. Next time you are in the stacks, stop 
for a moment and examine the mathematics 
books which your library contains. Are they 
mainly a few tomes more than 20 years old 
and a dozen dusty textbooks? This was a 
case in a library that I recently examined 
while participating in a North Central As- 
sociation accreditation team. 

The librarian was a competent, intelligent 
and devoted woman who was anxious to 
purchase additional books suitable for the 
use of average and better students. When 
I asked her about the dearth of mathematics 
books, she replied “Yes, we would be glad to 
buy them, if we only knew what to buy. 
We have purchased three in the last two 
years.” A little further investigation showed 
this to be the case in a number of high 
school libraries. 

As a result of this experience, a small list 
of well-written authoritative mathematics 
books suitable for inclusion in the library of 
any high school or junior college was com- 
piled. This list was later reworked and en- 
larged with the help of a group of high 
school mathematics teachers attending one 
of the National Science Foundation’s sum- 
mer institutes. 

It was the author’s first thought to offer to 
present this list in your journal. However, 
any printed list soon becomes out-of-date, 
and the current 
and _ in 


interest in mathematics 
generally suggests that 
any list which is out-of-date will probably 
do more harm than good. A large number 
of well-written authoritative books are ap- 
pearing constantly. During the months of 
January and February, 1958, for example, 
three books appeared which are eminently 
well suited for this list. 
brarian, 


science 


Therefore, any li- 
or private person who 
wishes a copy of the list may receive one by 
writing directly to Prof. Richard V. Andree, 
Department of Mathematics, University of 
Oklahoma, Norman. A _ stamped, self-ad- 
dressed envelope will be appreciated. 


teacher, 


This list contains about $125 worth of 
books broken up into five sections of ap- 
proximately $25 each, in such a manner that 
by purchasing the first section, and then the 
second section and so forth as funds become 
available, a balanced library may be main- 
tained at all times. Several librarians who 
have seen the list have purchased the entire 
list at once through the simple expedient of 
letting the PTA and the local service or- 
ganizations know that such a list was on 
hand. 

“The money was there before I knew it,” 
said one delighted librarian. With the in- 
creased interest and emphasis on mathe- 
matics and science, your library should have 
little trouble securing funds for the books 
on this list. The list will be kept up-to-date! 

In about a year or so, a supplementary 
list will be sent to those librarians request- 
ing it at that time. The compiler is the as- 
sociate editor of the American Mathematical 
Monthly in charge of book reviews and 
should be aware of the new books in this 
field. Don’t pass up this opportunity to 
learn about available mathematics texts. 





For PERSONALIZED service and DE- 
PENDABLE performance send your 


library book orders to: 


THE JENKINS 
BOOK CO. 


600 Magazine Street 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


No order is too large or too small for us 
to hondle. 
requested, even those issued by little known 


We try to obtain every title 


publishers, individuals, etc. 
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SANTA CAME EARLY! 


As a single Christmas present to all the 
librarians in the state, Mr. E. W. Rosenfeld 
presented a check for $100 to the Scholar- 
ship Loan Fund on November 12, 1959. 
Again, as with his June donation, Mr. Rosen- 
feld made no stipulation as to its application, 
the money will go to the named scholarship 
most in need. With this gift the total 
amount raised for scholarships amounts to 
$3,004.40, of which $2,000.00 is now out on 
loan. 

It is necessary to bring the matter of re- 
cruitment before the whole association in 
connection with the balance in the account 
The total amount 
raised for the purpose of library education 
should be in use constantly and the commit- 
tee should have applicants waiting for the 
funds being repaid. 


for scholarship loans. 


It is the responsibility 
of each librarian to assist the Recruitment 
Committee in securing the most outstanding 
people to consider librarianship as a pro- 
fession. The college and university librar- 
ians may be in a more strategic position to 
promote the idea, having direct contact with 


undergraduates who are preparing for their 
future careers. If any librarian needs 
scholarship information not already fur- 
nished or not in the Alabama Librarian to 
be used as a talking point; or if anyone hav- 
ing a prospect thinks that the amounts of 
the loans should be changed to accommo- 
date a specific individual, any member of 
the scholarship committee would be pleased 
Please 
help us reduce the amount in the bank by 
making one or two loans to some excellent 
future raising money for 
library Alabama Library 


to have this information to act on. 


In 
the 


librarians. 
education, 


Association has arrived at the place where 
inlustry is interested in helping. The chal- 
lenge is ours to produce evidence in candi- 
dates for study, to show that we need this 
help. 


—Boyce Broadus 
John K. Cameron 
Richard Covey 
Jimmy McWhorter 
Margaret Hughes, Chairman, 
Scholarship Committee, 1959-60 
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CHILDREN’S SERVICES DIVISION, AMERICAN 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
THE MELCHER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 


The year of 1959 has been a fruitful one 
for the Melcher Scholarship Fund. Through 
some of the recent exciting gifts made to it, 
the sum invested in the Fund now totals 
$25,500. Members of the committee, to- 
gether with their colleagues in the Chil- 
dren’s Service Division, are grateful to those 
who helped it reach this status. These gifts 
included a personal check for $1,000 from 
Franklin and Helen Hoke Watts on the 
happy occasion of their 100th First Book 
Anniversary “as a token of appreciation for 
the devoted work of children’s librarians 
and the long and continued leadership and 
dedicated friendship of Frederic G. Mel- 
cher.” The tiny, treasurer Newbery-Calde- 
cott Keepsake volume contributed by 
Thomas Y. Crowell Company and Houghton 
Mifflin Company and prepared by the 
award winners, Elizabeth Speare and Bar- 
bara Cooney, when auctioned one at each 
of the Newbery-Caldecott Banquet iables 
brought over $1,200 to the fund. 

For the Children’s Room in the Pomona, 
California, Public Library, Clara Webber 
the high bid of $40 for an auto- 
graphed and beautifully bound edition of 


made 


Selina Chonz’s A Bell for Ursli, the gift of 
A check 
for $50 was sent from Field Enterprises on 
the instruction of an Associate Editor of 
Publishers’ Weekly who revised one of the 
World Book Encyclopedia articles. Staff 
associations, staffs of children’s departments 
in public libraries, and state school and chil- 
dren’s librarians 


Don Phillips of Paragon Bindings. 


organizations have been 
In April the Children’s and 
Young Adult Services Section of the New 
York Library Association sent in a check 
for $100. 

Contributions to the Fund will continue 
to be welcome with checks made payable 
to the Melcher Scholarship Fund and sent 
to the CSD Office, 50 E. Street, 
Chicago 11, Illinois. There is still a job to 
be done to reach an amount sufficient to 
guarantee an annual income of $1,000 a 
year for the scholarship. At present it is 
$750. 

Information about the 1960 Melcher 
Scholarship can be obtained from Chairman, 
Mrs. Ruth Hill Viguers, 110 Cliff Road, 
Wellesley Hills 81, Massachusetts. 
plication deadline is April 1, 1960. 


most generous. 


Huron 


The ap- 





and Geneva Counties. 
service for the state. 


Crenshaw 


library Before 


regional board. 


Library service in the state of Alabama lost a staunch supporter in the death of 
Roy H. Jones of Hartford on October 23, 1959. 
Cross Trails Regional Library service which is composed of Covington, 
For many years Mr. 


region and the Covington-Crenshaw region, he served as chairman of the former 
He was most instrumental in putting into operation Coffee-Geneva’s 
new bookmobile which was purchased through Library Service Act funds. 

Mr. Jones was chosen to represent the state of Alabama last year at the annual 


Mr. Jones was vice-chairman of the 
Coffee, 
Jones worked for better 


merger of the Coffee-Geneva library 


meeting of library trustees throughout the United States at the policy making con- 
clave in Chicago. This past year he appeared before the Ways and Means com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives in Montgomery on behalf of financial library 
support from that great body. He worked diligently with local boards of revenues 
and interested groups in gaining adequate financial and moral backing for the 
library’s educational endeavor. He expressed gratification many times for the fact 
that every school within the counties of Coffee and Geneva had been given book- 
mobile service during his tenure with the regional library service. He was an 
inspiration to all that knew him, ever faithful, honest and preserving in his many 
tasks which were all directed at making the world a better place for mankind. He 
will be greatly missed by librarians and friends throughout the region. 

















ow 
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Two national honors, either of which would be considered an outstanding achieve- 
ment in library circles, went to Mrs. Patrick Pruitt of the Huntsville Public Library. She was 
nominated treasurer of the American Association of Library Trustees, a section of the 
American Library Association. In addition, she has been selected to serve on the AALT 
workshop committee which will meet at Chicago in January to plan the American Library 
Association conference at Montreal, Canada, next summer. 





1 PLAN TO ATTEND 
RENEW YOUR THE MEETING IN 


MEMBERSHIP MOBILE 
APRIL 7-9 
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ALABAMA LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS 


Misses Lila Benson and Sue Crosson, of the Reference Section, Army Ballistic Missile 
Agency, Technical Documents Library recently completed the course “Introduction to 
Supervision” at Redstone Arsenal. Mrs. Lucile D. Ridings attended a two-weeks course 
in “Procedure Analysis” at Rock Island, Illinois. Mrs. Charlotte F. Chesnut, with a group 
of librarians, visited Russia this summer. They saw libraries in Leningrad, Moscow, and 
Kiev. Mrs. Chesnut attended the recent meeting of Ordnance Librarians at the Watertown 
Arsenal. She also attended the Military Librarians’ Meeting in Monterey, California. Mrs. 
Jane Bentley recently attended a one-week course on “Introduction to Automatic Date 
Processing” at Rock Island, Illinois. 

Mr. Frank Randle, former Director of the Army Aviation School Library at Fort 
Rucker, Alabama, has been transferred to Fort Huachuca, Arizona, as Director of the 
Technical Library at the U. S. Army Electronic Proving Ground. 

F. Wilbur Helmbold, Chief Librarian at Howard College, was elected chairman of 
the Committee on the Alabama Baptist Historical Society at the Baptist State Convention, 
November 12. M’ss Nancy Sankey, who worked last summer as a student assistant in the 
Howard College Library, has enrolled for professional training in the Department of School 
Librarianship at the University of Alabama. As a result of the addition of the Joseph J. 
Willett papers relating to Anniston and Carrollton, the manuscript collection at Howard 
College Library has now exceeded 100,000 items. A professional micro-film camera has 
been installed in the Library to aid in the preservation of historical materials. 

A book fair sponsored by the class studying “books for young people” at Judson 
College, was held in Marion November 10 and 11. Five libraries in Marion cooperated 
and each had an exhibit area. Student library assistants made the posters and did all the 
art work in connection with the fair. Marion Institute and Perry County Library per- 
sonnel arranged for newspaper and radio publicity as well as for tables and exhibit props. 
More than a hundred parents came after school hours and brought children who were in- 
terested enough to come for a second visit. In addition to books offered for sale, a special 
feature of the fair was a large number of books loaned by the Public Library Service 
Division of the State of Alabama. Adult visitors were handed a memorandum suggesting 
the idea of giving books to libraries as memorials instead of always sending flowers in case 
of bereavement. It was suggested that clubs and organizations of various kinds could 
substitute books instead of flowers in similar cases. The slogan for this memorandum was 
“Why not give a book to the library of your choice?” 

It should be of general interest to librarians through the state to know that Judson 
College now includes library science in its curriculum. Girls who desire to meet require- 
ments for teacher-librarians in elementary or secondary schools may receive twelve hours 
credit which is recognized by the Department of Education of the State of Alabama. 
Students who successfully complete these twelve hours in library science will be in a posi- 
tion to enter any accredited school of librarianship if they decide to take an advanced 
degree in librarianship. During the second semester of this school year, the class in cata- 
loging plans to use the Marion Elementary School Library as a workshop and to catalog 
its collection of books. This project will be under the direction of Mrs. Sarah B. Holland, 
the instructor in Library Science at Judson College, and Mrs. Gladys Shivers, the Librarian 
of the Perry County High School. 

Mr. Robert Severance, Director, Air University Library, attended a three-day confer- 
ence of Strategic Air Command librarians at Florida State University, Tallahassee, October 
22-24, at which time he outlined the mission, organization, and services of the Air Univer- 
sity Library. Mr. Severance will conduct a survey of the U. S. Army Medical Library at 
Fort Houston, Texas, during the week of December 14th. Mr. John K. Cameron, Acting 
Chief, Reader Services, AUL, was the guest of the Mississippi Library Association at its 
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Fiftieth Anniversary in Jackson, October 22-24. Mr. Cameron gave a talk on photo-repro- 
duction facilities at a luncheon meeting of the Special Librarians section of the Mississippi 
Library Association. From November 19-21 the Air University Library was honored by 
having as its guest Mr. Edmon Low, Director, Oklahoma State University Library and 
President-elect, Association College and Research Libraries, American Library Association. 
Mr. Low spoke to the staff of the AU Library and other librarians of the Montgomery area. 
The Air University Library will be privileged to have Dr. Luther Evans as a guest on 
December 3-4. Dr. Evans who is a former Librarian of Congress and Librarian, UNESCO, 
is presently employed as consultant by the Brookings Institute in Washington. He is now 
engaged in conducting a survey of Civil Service employment for the Institute and his visit 
is in connection with this proposed study. 


As president of the Military Librarians Section of Special Libraries Association, Miss 
Florine Oltman attended a Washington meeting of the section and is presently busy pre- 
paring the program for the annual meeting in Cleveland next June. 


Athens College has recently received as a gift the library of Dr. Perry B. James, former 
president of the college. 


Miss Lauren Doggette, a senior in the Department of School Librarianship at the 
University of Alabama, has accepted the position of Reference Librarian at M. Paul Phillips 
Library, Birmingham-Southern College. Mrs. Foster has so arranged Miss Doggette’s class 
schedules that with the 1960 summer’s leave she can finish her B.Ed. degree. Miss 
Doggette will join the staff at "Southern on February 1, 1960, when Mrs. Maribess Horde 
resigns to await the coming of her first child in May. 


Birmingham-Southern’s Library has just installed new equipment to assist periodical 
readers faced with the necessity for reading from microfilm. The Microfilm Reader- 
Printer manufactured by Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Company reproduces any 
page of microfilm in 8 seconds, so the reader may carry copy home for study. Copying is 
dene by the thermofax process. Until the machine has been used a while and the work 
load discovered, no plans are made to charge by the page for the prints. The Library has 
also just completed acquisition of microfilm editions of the ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 
REGISTER OF DEBATES, and CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, and now has the only com- 
plete sets in Birmingham. 


At the fall meeting of the State Joint Legislative Council held in Mobile on November 
21, Mrs. Leo B. Roberts, Librarian of Huntingdon College, was elected Corresponding 
Secretary of that organization. 


The Redstone Arsenal Post Library held open house in its new location, Building 3651, 
on November 15. New quarters were necessary to house the growing collection which now 
contains recreational reading material in Italian, French, German, Norwegian, Dutch, and 
Danish languages. Decorations for the open house were provided by the Redstone Garden 
Club. Mrs. Enoch Sparks planned and served the refreshments. 


Mrs. Emily Caldwell Phillips, Librarian at the Ordnance Guided Missile School has 
accompanied her husband, Capt. Madden Phillips to his new duty station, Fort Sill, Okla- 
homa. Mrs. Phillips has been replaced by Mrs. Mabel Hoffmeyer, former Assistant Li- 
brarian, Post Library, Redstone Arsenal. 


Mrs. Cleo S. Cason, Chief, Technical Library, ARGMA, Redstone Arsenal, attended 
the Third Military Librarians’ Workshop held in Monterey, California, October 8-10. 
While on the western trip, Mrs. Cason visited libraries at: Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Air 
Force Ballistic Missile Division, and Space Technology, Los Angeles, California; White 
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Sands Missile Range, New Mexico, U. S. Air Defense School and the Ft. Bliss Center, Ft. 
Bliss, Texas. Mrs. Cason also participated in the First Army Ordnance Librarians’ Work- 
shop sponsored by Watertown Arsenal, Watertown, Massachusetts, on 5-6 November. 

Miss Joyce Baxter, Reference Librarian, Technical Library, ARGMA, became the 
bride of Mr. Hollie Plaster, Jr., on August 1, 1959. The ceremony took place at the Meth- 
odist Church in Gadsden. 


When the newly organized Junior High PTA, Decatur, visited the new Junior High 
School Library at their first meeting in October, the members were distressed by the small 
book collection on the new shelves and voted to organize a book fair for the next meeting 
of the PTA in November. The librarian, Mrs. Nancy Agnew, could not find a book col- 
lection available for exhibit on such short notice, so she went to the local book store, Ira’s 
Book and Gift Shop, and personally selected about 250 titles from the shelves and from 
publishers’ catalogs. Most of the books were received from the publishers within the 
month and the book fair was held November 23-25. 147 books were sold with the under- 
standing that most of them would be donated to the Junior High School Library when the 
children had finished reading them. In addition, Ira’s Book Shop donated $25 worth of 
books and the PTA donated $200 for the purchase of books. 


From the University of Alabama Library: Miss Marie Ballew has rejoined the staff 
of the University of Alabama libraries as cataloger after an absence of several years. Dur- 
ing that time she was employed in a similar position at Pennsylvania State University. Miss 
Mary Sue McGarity has resigned her position as cataloger in order to complete her master’s 
degree in library science at Louisiana State University. Mrs. Billie Oliver of Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, has joined the staff as library assistant in the Order Department. Mrs. Sara A. 
Verner, who has been on leave because of illness, expects to return to her position as Ref- 


erence Librarian on January 1, 1960. 


Mr. Wiley Williams, former Reference Librarian, Business Library, University of 
Alabama, resigned his position as of September 1, 1959, to return to the University of 
Michigan to continue work toward his doctorate. Miss Kenda Wise, Assistant Reference 
Librarian, has been promoted to the position of Reference Librarian to replace him, and 
Mrs. Mary Alice Jones, who holds a B.S. and an M.A. from the University of Alabama, has 


joined the staff as Assistant Reference Librarian. 


Miss Genevieve Pigford, Assistant Librarian, College of Education Library, University 
of Alabama Libraries, was married in Tuscaloosa on August 25, 1959, to Mr. Grady L. 
Elmore. 

At the University of Alabama the following promotions in academic rank became 
effective October 1, 1959: Miss Roberta Moss, Head, Order Department; Mrs. Vivien 
Lawson, Head, Reference Department; Miss Lucile Crutcher, Head, Catalog Department; 
Mr. James F. Govan, Head, Circulation Department; Waverly W. Barbe, Librarian, College 
of Education Library; and Miss Alice Kingery, Head, Business Library, from assistant pro- 
fessor to associate professor; Mrs. Bonnie Wetzler, cataloger; Miss Frances Rucks, cataloger, 
and Mrs. Glenavis Martin, Circulation librarian, from instructor to assistant professor. 

By action of the Board of Trustecs on reccmmendation of the Administration, all pro- 
fessional librarians at Auburn University were given academic status, effective October 1, 


1959. 
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Financial Statement 
21 November, 1959 


Balance on hand September, 59 





(Check from J. Parrish) —_____. $191.91 
Collected from advertisers 
Ra a 
Total _ : sieioadeadeeceincigie Augean $402.91 
Paid Paragon Press (23 September, 59) 350.05 
Balance on hand September 23... : $ 52.86 
Balance due Paragon, 23 September, 59. $245.00 
October issue __. sscieinicinieadesiilaniaGenislaiecaiis _ 303.68 
Total amount owed $548.68 
Status at October 21, 1959 _ ( $495.82 ) 
Expected collection on October issue ___ 239.00 


Balance owed at end of 1959 $256.82 
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MELCHER 
SCHOLARSHIP 1960 


Applications for the Melcher Scholarship COLONIAL 
are now being received. The scholarship of 
$750.00 is open to candidates from the Unit- BOOK 


ed States and Canada, and its purpose is to 
provide financial assistance for the training SERVICE 
of librarians to work with children in public, 
school, or other libraries. 
Specialists in supplying the 
For information write to Mrs. Ruth Hill out-of-print books as listed 
Viguers, 110 Cliff Road, Wellesley Hills 81, in all Librarv Indices 
Massachusetts. (Granger Poetry; Essay and 
The deadline for completed applications General Literature; Shaw; 
is April 1, 1960. Standard; Fiction; Bio- 
graphy; Lamont Catalogue; 
Speech, etc... . ) 
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ALABAMA BOUND-XVIII 


by 


Mrs. Leo B. Roberts, Librarian 
Huntingdon College 


Allen, Mel 

“It Takes Heart.” Harper, 1959. $3.95. 
Mel Allen, the University of Alabama alum- 
nus whose name is synonomous with sports 
reporting on radio and television, teams with 
Frank Graham, Jr., to write this collection 
of short sports stories of contemporary stars 
who gained honor and distinction in their 
respective fields with that indefinable extra 
something which the title describes. Light 
reading for those who like sports. 


Barnett, Albert E. 

The New Testament — its making and 
meaning. Abingdon, 1959 (revised) $3.00. 
For years, Dr. Barnett, a native Alabamian 
who is now Professor of New Testament 
Interpretation at Emory University, has 
spent much time as a research scholar to 
determine the extent and potency of the 
influence of Paul’s letters upon the later 
books of the New Testament. The findings 
of this research are used in this volume 
which is an excellent example of a scholar’s 
scientific analysis. 


Ballard, James 

The Long Way Through. Houghton, 
1959. $4.50. Described as “an unglamor- 
ous, unheroic ground-to-ground view of the 
enlisted airman’, THE LONG WAY 
THROUGH is comparable in many ways to 
the highly successful FROM HERE TO 
ETERNITY. Novelist James Ballard, a na- 
tive of Florence, presents his young cocky, 
beer joint, stockade airman, Spear Williams, 
a native of the backwoods section of West 
Virginia, with a flawless Southern accent 
and it makes excellent reading. 


Bean, William Gleason 

Stonewall’s Man: Sandie Pendleton. Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, 1959. $5.00. The 
author, chairman of the history department 
of Washington and Lee University, traces 
the brief military career as well as the per- 
sonal history of the young scholar who, at 
the age of 22, became Jackson’s Chief of 


<<; 


staff. The volume contains many interest- 
ing sidelights on Jackson’s personality as 
well as entertaining stories of the camp life 
of the young Confederate officers. Dr. Bean, 
a graduate of the University of Alabama, is 
a native of Heflin. 


Blue, Matthew Powers 
History of Montgomery. 
neers of Montgomery, 1959. 


Society of Pio- 
$3.50 (order 
from Montgomery Chamber of Commerce.) 
This is an exact duplicate, through a photo- 
graphic process, of a book written in 1878 
which gives the details of the capital city’s 
long and illustrious history. The book is 
packed with a vast array of absorbing facts 
about Montgomery from the meeting of 
DeSoto with Tuscaloosa, the Indian Chief, 
in the vicinity of Line Creek in 1540 until 
the publication of the chronicle. The author, 
son of Dr. Neil Blue, was born in Montgom- 
ery in 1824. 


Carmichael, Oliver Cromwell 

Universities: Commonwealth and Ameri- 
can; a comparative study. Harper, 1959. 
$6.00. An examination of the quality of 
teaching, research, and services found in the 
universities of the British Empire and of the 
United States. Dr. Carmichael, native of 
Coosa County and former President of the 
University of Alabama, and now executive 
secretary of the Carnegie Corporation, points 
out the good and bad features of these sys- 
tems, shows where improvement may be 
made, and analyzes the trends in American 
and Commonwealth higher education. 


Cumming, Kate 
Kate—The Journal of a Confederate nurse, 


edited by Richard Barksdale Harwell. 
Louisiana State University, 1959. $6.00. 


One of the most personal narratives by 
Southern women writers, Miss Cumming’s 
journal gives an intimate picture of life in 
Confederate hospitals and behind the lines 
of Civil War action. She reported her hos- 
pital life day by day, and her manuscript 
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was published only a few months after the 
War. Valuable for its accurate detail of 
names, places, and dates, this narrative— 
long out of print—now reissued with a 
penetrating introduction by a distinguished 
historian and librarian will take an import- 
ant place beside the journals of such women 
as Florence Nightingale and Clara Barton. 
Kate Cumming was a Birmingham author. 


Dean, Blanche Evans, ed. 

Let’s Learn the Birds of Alabama.. AAA 
Letter Service, Birmingham, 1958. $1.50. 
A small volume containing much useful in- 
formation about the common birds of the 
State. 
migration map, and a list of Bird organiza- 
There are also directions 
for building houses and feeders, banding, 
attracting birds, etc. 


It includes a bird guide map, a 


tions in Alabama. 


Fay, Edwin Hedge 

“The Infernal War’; the Confederate let- 
ters of Sgt. Edwin H. Fay, ed. by Bell Irvin 
Wiley with the assistance of Lucy E. Fay. 
University of Texas, 1958. $6.00. Sgt. Fay 
in his letters to his wife—written during the 
years 1862-1865—records a vivid and ac- 
curate description of Confederate army life 
and of the conduct of the War as he saw it. 
The author, a graduate of Harvard and later 
headmaster of a boys’ school in Minden, 
Louisiana, was a native of Autaugaville. 


Jones, Walter Burgwyn 

Confederate War Poems. Privately print- 
ed, 1959. $1.25. Judge Jones, Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit, Montgomery, has selected 
and edited for this booklet what he regards 
as the great poems of the “War for Southern 
An appendix includes bio- 
graphical data on the authors. 


Independence.” 


Nesbitt, Paul Homer & others 

The Survival Book. Van Nostrand, 1959. 
$7.50. An unusual how-to-do-it book, writ- 
ten by three scholars connected with the 
Research Studies Institute at Maxwell Air 
Force Base. Collaborating with Dr. Nesbitt, 
Chief of the Arctic-Desert-Tropic Informa- 
tion Center since 1948, are Alonzo W. Pond 
and William H. Allen, editorial 
specialists. What the book tells is, simply, 


research 
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how to stay alive, or how to survive an 
emergency situation under all possible cli- 
matic conditions. The book is of vital in- 
terest to pilots, air travelers, adventurers, 
and anyone who faces the remotest possibil- 
ity of becoming lost in a strange environ- 
ment. Dr. Nesbitt says of the book: “So far 
as I know, this is the first book of its kind 
to be published for the general reader.” 


Sulzby, James F., Jr. 

Historic Alabama Hotels and_ Resorts. 
University of Alabama, 1959. An illustrated 
history and descriptions of famous Alabama 
resorts, inns, and land-company hotels of the 
past, written by a member of the Birming- 
ham Public Library Board and a life mem- 
ber of the Alabama Library Association. 


Tucker, Earl 

How Not to Worry About the Love Life 
of Spiders. Strode Publishers ( Huntsville ) 
1959. A second volume of humorous stories 
by the noted Thomasville humorist and 
former editor and publisher of the Thomas- 
ville Times. Mr. Tucker’s previous book— 
RAMBLING ROSES AND FLYING 
BRICKBATS—won national recognition and 
resulted in the author’s being pronounced by 
critics as “the most original and most uni- 
que writer of humor in the nation today.” 
The humor in both volumes is subtle and 
the stories have an irresistible appeal. 


Warren, Dorothea Orr 

“The Practical Dreamer’; the 
John T. 
Southern Family Press, Box 671, Birming- 
ham, 1959. $4.75. Many writers in various 
accounts of Birmingham and Alabama have 
revealed John T. Milner, “The Engineer of 
Birmingham”, as a remarkable man. Now 
comes a book, written by his granddaughter, 
which portrays the blueprint protagonist as 
an adventurer, an idealist, a family man of 
deep devotion, a humanitarian, and a build- 
er. Mrs. Warren’s story of her grandfather 
and his family and forbears is told with a 
lively yet scholarly style. The book is much 
more than the story of the man and his 
creation of the perfectly engineered city 
that became Birmingham; it is a chronicle 
of a significant time in the forward move- 


story of 
Milner, his family and forebears. 
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ment of the South, of Alabama, and of Bir- 
mingham itself. A good book for readers 
who like history, anecdotes, and humor. The 
author is the wife of William T. Warren, 
Alabama’s “emeritus architect”. They are 
residents of Birmingham. The volume is il- 
lustrated with lively, epigrammatic sketches 
done by the author’s daughter, Dorothea 
Warren Fox, artist-illustrator of Connecticut. 


FOR THE YOUNGER READER 

Blassingame, Wyatt 

They Rode the Frontier. Watts, 1959. 
$2.95. A collection of biographies of fron- 
tier preachers — courageous, dedicated men 
who fought the dangers of the untracked 
wilderness and helped bring civilization to 
the American frontier. Grades 8 and up. 
Cheney, Cora 

The Doll of Lilac Valley. Knopf, 1959. 
$2.75. A story of Laurie who overcomes her 
shyness at the country auction and _ bids 
three cents for a rare old doll. Ages 8-11. 


Johansen, Margaret Alison 

Voyagers West. Washburn, 1959. $3.50. 
A vivid account of Erik the Red, his son 
Lief, and other Vikings who colonized 
Greenland. Mrs. Johansen presents a fac- 
tual picture of the Norse people and their 
culture. Illustrations are by William Fer- 
guson. Ages 10-14. 


Mathews, Mitford McLeod 

American Words. World, 1959. $3.95. 
The distinguished author of the impressive 
DICTIONARY OF AMERICANISM traces 
for young people in odd, amusing, and in- 
formative stories the origins and histories of 
about 200 native American words and 
phrases. One of the outstanding lexico- 
graphers of this country. Dr. Mathews is a 
native of Jackson (Clarke County) and a 
graduate of Birmingham-Southern College. 
He has been editor of the dictionary de- 
partment of the University of Chicago Press 
since 1944. Ages 12 and up. 


Peare, Catherine Owens 
The Helen Keller Story. Crowell, 1959. 
$2.75. Helen Keller’s life from the time 
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Anne Sullivan Macy became her teacher to 
the present as related in this new biography 
is as absorbing as if the whole story were 
new. The author has added a great deal 
of interest by including much detail about 
Mrs. Macy’s teaching methods and_ her 
young pupil’s reactions to them. Ages 12-16. 


Snow, Dorothea J. 

Lassie and the Mystery at Blackberry Bog. 
Golden Press, 1959. $1.00. This book is 
one of the first eight titles to appear in a 
new fiction series for boys and girls. Mrs. 
Snow’s expertly written narrative was de- 


rived from the favorite television show. 
Ages 8-12. 
Snow, Dorothea J. 

The Secret of the Stone Frog. Bobbs, 


1959. $2.75. A young boy solves a riddle 
caused by a rock formation and clears the 
name of one of his ancestors unjustly ac- 
cused of a robbery. How he accomplishes 
his goal makes one of the liveliest stories yet 
told by this Alabama-born author of numer- 
ous tales for youngsters. Ages 8-12. 


Sterne, Emma Gelders 

Blood Brother. Knopf, 1959. $3.00. The 
story of the achievements of four men of 
science — four researchers in blood — Wil- 
liam Harvey, Marcello Malpighi, Karl Land- 
steiner, and Charles Drew. Illustrations are 
by Oscar Liebman. Ages 9-12. 


Thomas, Henry 

George Washington Carver. Putnam, 
1958. $2.50. The story of a slave who be- 
came a scientist of international stature. A 
volume in the Lives to Remember series. 
Ages 10-14. 


Waite, Helen Elmira 

Valiant Companions. Macrae-Smith, 1959. 
$2.95. The story of how Anne Sullivan 
Macy helped Helen Keller to win a 
great battle through combination of love, 
discipline, friends, and an unconquerable 
spirit and to become a world-famous per- 
sonality. Ages 12-14. 
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LIBRARY LITERATURE AWARD AND 
CLARENCE DAY AWARD 


The American Library Association has 
announced the establishment of two new 
Awards, the Library Literature Award and 
the Clarence Day Award. 

The Library Literature Award, given by 
The Scarecrow Press, Inc. of New York, 
will be made for the next five years in rec- 
ognition of an outstanding contribution to 
library literature. The Award amounts to 
$500 and will be given only in those years 
when a title merits such recognition. A jury 
to administer the Award is composed of the 
following for 1959-60: Helen M. Clark, Di- 
rector, Library Extension Division, State 
Dept. of Education, Baltimore, Md.; Elmer 
Grieder, Associate Director, Stanford Uni- 
versity Library, Stanford, Calif.; Sara Jaf- 
farian, Director, Public Schools Libraries, 
501 Asheboro St., Greensboro, N. C.; How- 
ard M. Smith, City Librarian, Public Library, 
Richmond, Va.; Marion H. Vedder, Exten- 
sion Division, State Library, Albany, N. Y.; 
and Wyman W. Parker, Olin Memorial Li- 


brary, Wesleyan University, Middletown, 


Conn., chairman. 

The Clarence Day Award, given by the 
American Textbook Publishers Institute of 
New York, will be made for the next three 
years to a librarian for outstanding work 
promoting the love of books and reading. 
The Award, to be given only in those years 
when a suitable recipient is found, will con- 
sist of a citation, a contemporary print suit- 
ably engrossed, and $1,000. A jury to 
administer this Award is composed of the 
following for 1959-60: Roxanna Austin, Div. 
of Instructional Materials and Library Serv- 
ice, State Dept. of Education, Atlanta, Ga.; 
Essae Martha Culver, Librarian, State Li- 
brary, Baton Rouge, La.; Irving Lieberman, 
Director, School of Librarianship, Univ. of 
Washington, Seattle; Edward B. Stanford, 
Director, Univ. of Minnesota Library, Minne- 
apolis; and Milton E. Lord, Director, Public 
Library, Boston, Mass., chairman. 

It is hoped that each of these Awards can 


(Continued on page 23) 
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e The finest selection of prebound books for young readers 
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1960 NEWBERY AND CALDECOTT AWARDS 

The recipients of the American Library Association Newbery and Caldecott medals 
for the most distinguished children’s books published in 1959 will be announced on March 
14, 1960 by Elizabeth Burr, Free Library Commission, Madison, Wisconsin. Miss Burr, 
chairman of the Newbery Caldecott Awards Committee of the ALA Children’s Services 
Division and Mrs. Carolyn W. Field, Free Library of Philadelphia, President of the Chil- 
dren’s Services Division, will join Mr. Frederic Melcher, Chairman of the Board of the R. R. 
Bowker Company and donor of the two medals, for the announcement from Mr. Melcher’s 
office in New York. 

Presentation of the medals will be made to the winners on Tuesday, June 21 at the 
Children’s Book Awards banquet at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel in Montreal during the 
joint conference of the American Library Association and the Canadian Library Association. 

The medals are the highest tribute that can be paid to authors and illustrators of 
children’s books. Ever since the inception the awards have served as an impetus to fine 
publishing for children. The winners are determined by the Newbery Caldecott Awards 
Committee of the American Library Association Children’s Services Division following 
nominations on a mail ballot sent to nearly 4,000 division members. The committee is 
made up of both school and public librarians and represents at first hand those who work 
directly and personally with children and the ir books. 

The John Newbery Medal, presented annually since 1922, is named for one of the 
first English publishers of books created specifically for children. It will be awarded to the 
author whose book is considered the “most distinguished contribution to American literature 
for children” published in the United States during 1959. 

The Caldecott Medal, awarded since 1938, is named for Randolph Caldecott, whose 
gay, humorous picture books depicting English country life as he knew it over a hundred 
years ago, have such freshness and sparkle that they continue to delight children today. 
The award will honor in 1960 the artist of the “most distinguished American picture book 
for children” published in 1959. 

How can librarians and teachers get news of the Newbery Caldecott winners on 
March 14? The Newbery Caldecott Awards Committee hopes the day will come when, 
on the announcement day, TV, radio and newspapers will vie with each other to bring 
the news to everyone in the country! Until then, the names of the winners are sent on 
March 14 to the following from whom they can be obtained on request: state library ex- 
tension agencies, state school library supervisors, heads of children’s department in public 
libraries and school library supervisors in communities with a population of 80,000 or more 
and to the national, regional and state library press. A self addressed envelope sent to the 
nearest of the above with a request that the winners’ names be sent is a practical way to 
get the information. The news is also sent to major radio, TV and newspaper channels. 

Are you ready to highlight the news when you get it? From the Children’s Book 
Council, 175 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, a special Newbery and Caldecott Medal book 
rack and kit is available ($1.85); bookmarks listing all the books which have received the 
medals (each, $1.00 per 100; $9.00 per 1,000). The ALA Children’s Services Division, 
50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, has reprints of Elizabeth Burr’s article from the Decem- 
ber Top of the News describing the history, criteria and procedures in selecting the books 
(5 for 25 cents in coin—no stamps; 100 for $3.00; 1,000 for $25.00); gold embossed fac- 
simile stickers of each medal are available in packets of 25 ($1.00 per packet). Money 
from the sale of the facsimiles goes into the Melcher Scholarship Fund. 





(Continued from page 22) and the Canadian Library Association to be 
held in Montreal, June 19-25, 1960. 

Nominations for the Awards will be wel- 
ference of the American Library Association comed by the Juries. 


be given for the first time at the Joint Con- 
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We are considered the “bold new 
company” who dares to work with modern 
designers and modern themes. 


Whether the design thinking has been 
conservative or liberal we have installed 
an important share of recent additions 
and new libraries. 


Are you receiving our “Library Consultant’? 
It has large color photographs of recent 
installations. Back numbers on request. 
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